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The Alicia Project

On New Year’s Day 2002, Alicia Kozakiewicz, then 13 years 
old, disappeared from her suburban Pittsburgh home. Family 
and investigators had suspicions that the teen may have been 
lured by someone she had met in an Internet chat room. 
Acting on a tip from the predator’s online acquaintance, 
authorities were able to track Alicia to a townhouse in Virginia, 
where they found her physically restrained. FBI agents 
arrested a 38-year-old computer programmer who is currently 
serving a sentence of almost 20 years.

Conference Schedule

Alicia, now 18 and a student at Point Park University in 
Pittsburgh, frequently speaks to youth groups about the 
dangers of meeting people on the Internet. Alicia’s mother 
Mary, as a member of Team HOPE, reaches out to parents 
whose children are endangered or missing, and encourages 
other parents to be vigilant about monitoring their 
children’s Internet usage and safety. Their family is currently 
participating in two Internet safety films, one for the FBI and 
the other for Pennsylvania schools, and they are also the 
subject of an upcoming PBS special and People magazine 
article about cyber crimes against children. 
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8 - 8:30 a.m. 
Registration/Continental Breakfast

8:30 - 9 a.m. 
Welcome 
Shirley Williams, M.S. 
Project Administrator, Mercyhurst 			 
College Center for Public Safety

Opening comments 
The Hon. Jane Clare Orie 
State Senator, 40th District

9 - 10 a.m. 
Presentation: “Internet Sex Crimes:  
Fears and Realities” 
David Finkelhor, Ph.D. 
Director, Crimes Against Children Research Center, 
University of New Hampshire

10:15 - 11:15 a.m. 
Presentation: “Operation Safe Surf” 
Elaine Surma, M.A. 
Senior Supervisory Agent,  
Pennsylvania Attorney General’s Office

11:30 - 1 p.m. 
Kinnane Awards Luncheon
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Please note the change in location of this 
year’s conference to the Ambassador Banquet 
& Conference Center, 7792 Peach St., Erie. No 
portion of the conference will be held on the 
Mercyhurst College campus.

If you are interested in attending the Kinnane 
Criminal Justice Conference, please complete 
and return the attached postcard. 

Reservations are required by Oct. 5. 

Continuing education credits are available.  
For more information or to make reservations, 
please call the Mercyhurst College Civic Institute 
at (814) 824-2327. 

1 - 2 p.m. 
“The Alicia Project” 
Alicia Kozakiewicz, Pittsburgh, Pa.

“The Surviving Parents Coalition” 
Mary Kozakiewicz,  Pittsburgh, Pa. 

2:15 - 4 p.m. 
Break-Out Sessions

“Identity Theft” 
Jen Redenius 
Crime Victims Center  

“FBI and Cybertrends” 
William Shore 
Special Agent, FBI Pittsburgh

“Protecting Your Kids in Cyberspace” 
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children

“Legal Issues” 
Chris Trabold 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 

4 - 5 p.m. 
Reception


